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Policies of the Probation Officers
Every probation officer has one role to provide to society; that is protecting the community. However, they are supposed to follow and abide by the rules, policies, and ethical conduct. If they fail to follow these guidelines, the probation officer, the department, and society suffer from the consequences. Also, society should respect and trust the probation officer's capability to safeguard them. All jurisdictions of the probation officers have different rules and guidelines, but the protection of the public is their primary goal (Thompson, 2017). 	Professionalism is a must for the probation officers, whether they are off or on duty. They are advised not to compromise the respect and trust of society in any way. However, sometimes it is hard for probation officers to follow all the rules and guidelines provided for them. At one point, they are supposed to act as social workers, and on the other hand, they are supposed to serve as law enforcement officers.  
The struggle of being a social worker and a law enforcement officer is real for most probation officers. A probation officer acting as a social worker is expected to take care of their parolees by helping them to be more active in society in a positive way. They also help them to modify their behaviors in a better way (Ruhland, 2020). However, when their clients get back into crime, but for a right and good course, they are supposed to act as law enforcement officers where they arrest their clients or send them back to prison. Thus, both roles complicate the relationship between the client and the officers. But since that is the role of the officers, they should enforce them.
Another law that most probation officers disagree with but has to be enforced is carrying concealed guns (Carlie, 2016). Most probation officers think it is dangerous for them since their clients assume that the officers are armed, and they can harm them if they get back to their criminal ways. They will be seen as police officers instead of parole or probation officers who are supposed to care and help them cope with life after prison. Hence most parolees do not trust their officers even if they have the best intentions for their clients.
All in all, these are the policies that govern the probation officers. Therefore, they should follow them since they are supposed to by their department and for the protection of society at large. I ethically look at these policies because, in the codes of ethics of probation officers, they are supposed to show care and provide support to their clients. They are also supposed to help their clients positively modify their behaviors, and they should not feel threatened in any way.
 Thus, I would dismiss my opinions and continue with my job as a probation officer by acting right towards my clients and ensure their safety even though I am armed. I would assure them that it is for the protection of both of us from the people who would want to harm the client or me for some reason. As probation officers, our role is to ensure that the client feels safe and informed that if he or she slides back to crime, they would be incarcerated once again. But we should show them in a better way that does not make them feel threatened or commanded. When probation officers assure their clients, they will trust them and act according to the rules they have been given during their probation.  
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